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April 13, 1992	

CKr, Ron I2att	 NA

U.S. Department of Energy	
^P.O. andSox 550

WA 99352hl 	 ^Ric, 

As you know, the public comment period for the draft Hanford site bazardoua waste
permit closed on ItAzeh 16, 1992. Ecology .received over 700 comments from
organizations' and individuals. Sines then Ecology staff bas been carefully
reviewing issues raised and modifying the permit as appropriate.

I am forwarding you this letter as notification that due to the complexity and
importawee of this permi,_and the member and significance of lasues^,raised,

expect

An important associated issue is that of initial Hanford Waste Vitrification
Plant CEM) canatruotien actiwitiea. As you know, DOE must comments
construction, of the RWP in April 1992 under the terms of the Hanford Federal
Facility Agraeaint and Consent Order (MACO).

Ecology has informed you in the past that construction of the hVVP could nor-

proceed until a permit had been issued. Ecology staff have discussed this matter
with staff from EPA Region X- It is EPA Region X's position that the k35.9 p may
be constructed underruan exeption to the interim status reeonst _-uction le.
This exception, found in 40 CF8 Z70.72(b)(5) and 1WAC 173 -303-805 (7)(b)(v), allows
certain changes necessary to comply with an interim status corrective action
order at interim status facilities. DOE submitted Part A for the central vasty
landfill on November 18', 1980, thereby qualifying that unit for interim status.
EPA believes that by virtue of this submission, Hanford may be deemed an interim
status facility for pur;oaaa of 40 C7R 270.72 and QAO 173 -303-805(7).

Ecology has accepted EPA Region X's, interpretation on this Luaus. Therefore, in
view of the need to adher e, to the HFFACO schedule, this letter is sent to inform
you that the HFVP facility may be constructed under interim statue as allowed
under the regulations cited in the previous paragrsph.
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My staff have their appreciation of the professional working reletiesehipm
established oa this Prosect. Aare6e to iz%tcrmaticn, maatingS, sal LMDOW tklm
of our coneernsr has been wall handled by DOE. NO axpeat that this Aslatievediti
will be vah.atalaed in the fusure.

I loeY forward to working with yotA in the Coming months to insure thin Raeterd
claanup efforts ara initiated andcimplameated is a timely and eftidieet naeaar.

Sincerely,

Marda Pierce
Assistant Directar

offioe : af Waste Managemwt
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John Wagoger, uscoz
Dana Rasm v"nf VBSPa-Regida x
Jot= Aattoneu, USdOE-RL
site Pharris, •attoraey oene al's office
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